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President’s Welcome
As President of NEEPS, and on behalf of the NEEPS members, I am especially thrilled to welcome you
to the 12th Annual Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society (NEEPS) conference. This is a
special moment in our history since we are returning to the site of our first-ever NEEPS conference,
SUNY New Paltz, and Glenn Geher, founding President of NEEPS, is our local host.
NEEPS was created from Prof. Glenn Geher’s vision in 2007, as a regional affiliated society of the
Human Behavior and Evolution Society. Our first conference was held in 2007. Since that time the
conference has been held in various locations in the Northeastern United States: Binghamton, New
York; Oswego, New York; Manchester, New Hampshire; Boston, Massachusetts; and Lebanon Valley,
Pennsylvania, and in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Reflecting the nature of evolutionary theory, NEEPS is truly
an interdisciplinary society with members having training in various areas of inquiry. NEEPS has grown
quite a bit since its inception in 2007, attracting even more worldwide membership every year, with
record or near-record conference submissions every year. NEEPS is the largest Evolutionary
Psychology Society in the United States, and the largest International Evolutionary Psychology Society
as well. NEEPS has attracted some prominent keynote speakers over the years, David Buss, Helen
Fisher, Gordon Gallup, Marlene Zuk, Steven Pinker, David Sloan Wilson, Jerome Barkow, Louise
Barrett, Catherine Salmon, and Todd Disotell to name a few, and we continue to do so.
The NEEPS keynotes for this year are Doug Kenrick and Martie Haselton, who will present thoughtprovoking talks! Over the past 12 years, NEEPS has had an impressive array of talks and posters.
NEEPS 2018 continues this tradition, as readily evidenced from the program. The Program Chair for
NEEPS 2018, Mike Frederick, along with the program committee, has assembled another impressive
array of talks and posters.
In addition to the impressive and enlightening scholarly presentations at NEEPS, NEEPS conferences
have a tradition of fostering a very collegial and congenial atmosphere. If this is your first NEEPS
conference, you will find that NEEPS members are welcoming to Faculty, graduate students,
undergraduates, and everyone attending the conference. Interactions among NEEPS conference
attendees often lead to lasting collaborations and friendships such that the conferences seem like
reunions. I am also proud to mention, as past NEEPS presidents have done, that NEEPS has facilitated
members’ ability to obtain academic positons, tenure, and promotions to the Senior faculty level. After
the conference, I hope you will agree with me that NEEPS is truly a wonderful conference to attend.
We are especially grateful to our local host, Glenn Geher, who has put together an outstanding social
program for this NEEPS conference. I look forward to taking part in the various social activities, and I
am certain you will enjoy them.
NEEPS typically holds a business meeting during the conference and I encourage you to attend that
meeting as we will be making decisions about future NEEPS conferences, and soliciting nominations
for NEEPS 2019 and 2020 sites, hosts, and program chairs. Once again, as your president, I am happy
to welcome you to the 12th Annual meeting of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society.
T. Joel Wade, Ph.D.
NEEPS President
Bucknell University
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Host’s Welcome
Welcome to New Paltz, New York – the birthplace of the NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology
Society! As your local host, I want to make sure that the NEEPS conference experience is an enriching,
positive intellectual experience that works to advance scholarship in the field of evolutionary psychology
on several fronts.
NEEPS has a reputation as a friendly, open, and warm environment. Since the outset, we have worked
to see NEEPS as a community, with members looking out for one another’s interest and supporting one
another at the conference as well as beyond the conference boundaries. Some of my closest friends in
the world have come from the NEEPS community, and I cannot overstate how fortunate I feel to be
connected to such an amazing group of people.
This said, it’s important that we always keep the history of evolutionary scholarship and the mission of
NEEPS at the forefront of our minds. Since Darwin first advanced his ideas on evolution by natural
selection, the idea of evolution has been under attack. Since Darwin first applied evolutionary principles
to such psychological concepts as the human emotion system, evolutionary psychology has been
under attack.
It is more than 150 years after the publication of Darwin’s Origins of the Species, and getting an
evolution education in America’s universities is, based on all kinds of evidence, extremely difficult. Our
own NEEPS members, including Dan Glass, Dan Kruger, April Bleske, David Sloan Wilson, and Rob
Deaner, among others, have famously published work showing that American colleges and universities
are absolutely dismal at providing students with a basic understanding of evolutionary principles and
their applications. And this is a problem.
As NEEPSters, we know the power of evolutionary theory. We know that evolutionary principles hold
the key to advancing our understanding of the human condition. We know that this field of inquiry has
the capacity to make major contributions to such topics as education, physical health, mental health,
public policy, and more.
We must not be discouraged. And we must continue to advance. Members of NEEPS have made major
advances in the behavioral sciences – shedding light on an enormous array of issues. And our flagship
journal, Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences, published by the American Psychological Association,
stands as one of the world’s most significant outlets for scholarship in this field across the world.
The fact that NEEPS continues to thrive after a dozen years gives reason for hope in the future of our
field. But the history of our field reminds us that we must be ever-vigilant – and courageous – as we
move forward.
Thanks so much to all of the New Paltz students who have played a major role in helping make NEEPS
XII possible. Amanda Baroni, the conference coordinator, has proven to be as resourceful and capable
as anyone. And so many other New Paltz student volunteers have proven to me that their generation
has what it takes to be the leaders that we so desperately need in the future. And claps to our fearless
program chair, Michael Frederick, to the NEEPS Board, to our esteemed keynote speakers, Martie
Haselton and Doug Kenrick, and to everyone in the NEEPS community who shares ownership over our
society. Here is to another awesome NEEPS conference. And here is to the future of evolutionary
psychology.
Glenn Geher, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology and NEEPS XII local host
State University of New York at New Paltz
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NEEPS Professional Conduct Policy
NEEPS is a society that defines itself in terms of positive and supportive interactions among members. NEEPS is
a highly collegial society and maintaining professional conduct is essential to maintaining this part of our identity.
In fact, maintaining a safe, comfortable, and supportive environment is so basic to our mission, that we are
implementing the policies delineated herein to ensure that a safe and supportive context continues to underlie
NEEPS activities. Here, we define NEEPS activities broadly.
Definitions of “NEEPS Activities”
- Interactions during oral and poster presentations at the NEEPS annual conference;
- Interactions during the annual business meeting along with other meetings that take place during the
conference;
- Interactions on the host campus during the duration of the NEEPS annual conference;
- Interactions during the annual conference that take place off campus but that primarily or exclusively include
NEEPS members. This context may correspond to gatherings at restaurants, off-campus parties, bars, etc. ;
- Email and other electronic communication at any time that directly bear on the business of NEEPS;
- Other interactions via any media that clearly bear on the business of NEEPS
In the context of such NEEPS-related interactions, activities and behaviors that fall under the following categories
are considered inappropriate and against the spirit of NEEPS:
Inappropriate Activities and Behaviors
- sexual harassment of any kind;
- personal harassment of a non-sexual variety;
- hate behaviors, such as derogatory comments regarding the ethnicity or sexual orientation of others, especially
directed in a disrespectful manner;
- menacing behaviors that lead to high levels of discomfort in others;
- threatening behaviors that lead to high levels of discomfort in others;
- physically aggressive behaviors – particularly in instances in which unwanted physical contact is initiated in an
aggressive manner;
- disorderly conduct that leads to high levels of discomfort in others;
- theft of personal and other possessions;
- vandalism;
- actions that are illegal in light of applicable state or local laws – particularly felony offenses
Consequences
Consequences associated with documented breaches of this policy will be determined by the President of the
Society along with at least two other members of the Board deemed relevant to a particular situation. Such other
members could include the program chair for a relevant conference as well.
The most likely consequence of an agreed-upon breach of this policy would be membership termination, as per
NEEPS By-laws ARTICLE III.8. Depending on the gravity of the situation, other consequences will be considered
in light of the specific circumstances. Severe instances will result in the full-scale investigation of the matter by the
local police force.
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Brief Program of Events
April 19-22
Thursday
AEPS Meeting
College Terrace
10:00 a.m. - 12:30
p.m.

Friday
Welcome to New
Paltz!
SUB 62/63
9:00-9:15

Saturday

Sunday

Business Meeting
Wooster Hall 360
10:00-11:15

Hike into the
Devonian Epoch
- Bonticou Crag
Meet in front of
Vandenberg Hall
10:00

All are invited!

Caravan Departs
at 10:15
Wear good
shoes, bring
water/food, and
be ready for
anything!
Lunch and NEEPS
t-shirt Tie Dye
Fun!
College Terrace
12:30 p.m. – 2:00
p.m.

FEPS Meeting
2:00 – 4:30 p.m.
College
Terrace

Session 1 (FEPS
Symposium)
SUB 62/63
9:15-10:45
6 talks

Poster Session
Wooster Hall 3rd
Floor
11:30-1:30

Session 2 (Mating
and Parenting)
SUB 62/63
11:00-12:15
5 talks

Lunch in Town
1:30-2:45
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Thursday
Opening
Reception
6:30-9:00
Wooster Hall 2nd
Floor Lounge

Friday

Lunch in Town
12:15-1:30

Session 3:
Attractiveness
LC100
1:30-2:45
5 talks

Session 4:
Life History
LC 100
3:00-4:45
5 talks

Session 5:
Social Dynamics
LC 100
5:00-6:15
5 talks

Saturday
Session 6:
Emotion
LC 100
3:00-4:15
5 talks

Session 7:
All Things
Evolutionary
LC 100
4:30 p.m. – 5:45
p.m.
5 talks
Keynote, Martie
Haselton
LC 100
6:00-7:15

Banquet
7:30 p.m.
Terrace

Introductory
Remarks and
Keynote Address,
Doug Kenrick
LC 100
6:30-800
Dinner / Night Out
New Paltz
8:00-9:00
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Sunday

Keynote Speakers
Dr. Doug Kenrick, ASU
"Try To Not Replicate This: Age Differences in Mate Preference Across Methods, across Cultures,
and Across History"

4/20, Friday, 6:30
Lecture Center 100
Dr. Martie Haselton, UCLA
"The Hidden Intelligence of Hormones: How They Drive Desire, Shape Relationships, Influence Our
Choices, and Make Us Wiser"

4/21, Saturday, 6:00
Lecture Center 100
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Detailed Program
THURSDAY – 4/19:
10:00 am to 12:30 pm –
Applied Evolutionary Psychology Society (AEPS) Meeting
Location: The Terrace
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm –
Feminist Evolutionary Psychology Society (FEPS) Meeting
Location: The Terrace
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm – Opening Reception
Location: WH Second Floor Lounge

FRIDAY – 4/20:
9:00 am to 9:15 am – Welcome by the NEEPS President
Location: SUB 62/63
9:15 am to 10:45 am – Session 1: FEPS Symposium
Location: SUB 62/63
 He looks "easy" and she's not into it: Sexual exploitation cues and attraction
Lora E. Adair (University of Central Arkansas; ladair2@uca.edu), Brett Anderson (University
of Central Arkansas), Taylor Hinton (University of Central Arkansas)
Sexual exploitation research has focused on men as perpetrators of exploitative strategies.
To date, the presence and nature of women’s sexual exploitation strategies has not been
empirically tested. To address this need, the current work investigates the relationship
between the presence of cues to sexual exploitation and perceived attractiveness.
Participants will answer a series of surveys regarding their demographics, socio-sexual
orientation, and their own perceived mate value. Finally, participants will be exposed to
images of men and rate them on short and long-term attractiveness as well as cues of
exploitability. It is predicted that women with more unrestricted socio-sexuality will rate men
showing cues of sexual exploitability as more desirable for a short-term mate.
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 “I Evolved This Way:" Examining Bisexuality as an Evolutionary Adaptation
Amanda K. Baroni (SUNY New Paltz; baronia1@newpaltz.hawkmail.edu), Glenn Geher
(SUNY New Paltz)
The Affiliation Model, proposed by Frank Muscarella, advocates for the concept that
homosexual behavior may have evolved as a way to maintain social bonds. It is likely that
sexual behavior as a whole is not dichotomous. Therefore, early hominids would have
exhibited both homosexual and heterosexual behavior. This theory allows for the
maintenance of social bonds without hindering the possibility of heterosexual reproduction.
According to this logic, individuals who identify within a bisexual orientation should score
higher in proxies of reproductive fitness than monosexual individuals, or those who have
only experienced sexual behavior with one sex. This hypothesis is tested in the current
study by measuring proxies of reproductive success and affiliation. Results and implications
of the findings are discussed.
 The Myth of the Maternal Instinct
Maryanne Fisher (Saint Mary’s University; mlfisher.99@gmail.com), Catherine Bourgeois
(Saint Mary’s University), Rebecca Burch (SUNY Oswego), Rosemarie Sokol-Chang (APA),
Sarah Radtke (Humber College)
One of the most pervasive concepts about mothers is that they possess a “maternal
instinct.” Evolutionary psychology informs us that the possession of a motivation to keep
one’s offspring safe may have advantages with respect to protecting one’s investment in
offspring and thereby increasing reproductive fitness. However, evolutionary theory also
dictates that considering it an “instinct” is problematic. Females of most mammalian species,
including humans, make decisions regarding the level of investment they are able and
willing to allocate toward a particular offspring. Sometimes that decision results in
infanticide, abortion, or child abandonment, in order to promote reproductive success in the
long-run. We explore why maternal instinct is a myth, and yet so widely believed to exist.
 Warrior women: An investigation of the characteristics of fictional female heroes based
on the sex of the author.
Victoria Ingalls (Marist College; victoria.ingalls@marist.edu)
Previous research has found that the sex of the author influences the characteristics of their
fictional hero. According to sexual selection theory, males and females may evolve different
behavioral strategies, and thus different psychologies, in order to maximize reproductive
success; thus, humans will have behavioral tendencies influenced by subconscious
mechanisms that would have aided fitness in the ancestral environment. This study
focuses on how the characteristics of the female hero may differ based on the sex of the
author using 30 novelized children’s fantasy series. Male authors are predicted to create
female heroes who are more physically powerful and aggressive than female authors. The
research also examines the goals of the female hero and aspects of the hero’s personality.
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 Good or bad, they’re bombshells: creating supernormal female stimuli in comics and film
Laura L. Johnson (SUNY Binghamton; lauraljohnsen@gmail.com), Rebecca L. Burch
(SUNY Oswego)
Female superheroes are often depicted as hyper-feminine. Costumes and body shapes
clearly accentuate markers of femininity; low waist to hip ratio, larger than average breasts,
thicker hips and thighs. Costumes are also more likely to show more skin, particularly to
show cleavage. These body shapes are remarkably uniform, all define the word
“Bombshell”. We also argue youth is a vital hyper-feminine cue, further limiting depictions of
female characters considerably. A graphic history of body shapes and common costume
features with a focus on reproductively salient stimuli, such as breast size and waist to hip
ratio (e.g., Lassek and Gaulin, 2016), will be reviewed, as well as the limitations of these
stimuli and the hypothetical physical consequences of these bodily features.
 Captain Dorito: Creating supernormal male stimuli in comics and film
Rebecca L. Burch (SUNY Oswego; rebecca.burch@oswego.edu), Laura L. Johnson (SUNY
Binghamton)
We examined the visualization of male superheroes, paying attention to physical dimensions
and costuming that accentuated hyper-masculine features such as shoulder to waist ratio,
jawline, dominant facial features, and upper body muscularity. Heroes share a uniform
‘uniform’, accentuating markers of dominance and high testosterone. Moreover, villains and
sidekicks are likely to be visualized as less masculine or muscular. We argue that this
preference for supernormal stimuli has always existed, even before the advent of
superheroes; military and royal dress have accentuated the same markers of dominance for
centuries. However, technological advances have made drawing, animating, and filming
hyper-masculine features in superheroes easier in recent decades and examples abound.
Characters, costuming, and distinguishing features will be shown to support these
arguments.
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11:00 am to 12:15 pm – Session 2: Mating & Parenting
Location: SUB 62/63
 An Analysis of Sweet Versus Saucy Female Mating Strategies
Catherine A. Bourgeois (Saint Mary’s University; catherinebourgeois99@gmail.com),
Hannah Hunter (Saint Mary’s University), Taylor Hill (Saint Mary’s University), Geneva Reid
(Saint Mary’s University), Maryanne L. Fisher (Saint Mary’s University)
“Treat him mean, keep him keen,” is a colloquial adage which advocates the potential
success of females employing a mating strategy in which they portray a ‘saucy’ personality
to their mate more often than being ‘sweet.’ Playing ‘hard-to-get’ (Jonason & Li, 2012) is the
most similar documented behaviour to sauciness, but a defining feature of the ‘hard-to-get’
strategy is the users conveying their lack of interest in the prospective mate. In contrast, a
woman employing saucy behaviour is not feigning disinterest, but rather she relies on the
implication that her mate must always “measure up” to her own high self-perceived mate
value. While the mate preference literature points to sweetness as desirable, we posit that
sauciness is instead preferred by some men. Individual differences among men relating to
areas of sexual restrictiveness, confidence, and dominance may account for why some men
prefer sauciness. We used a pre-post design to examine men’s preferences in relation to
women’s saucy versus sweet personalities. We hypothesize that saucy women will be rated
less favourably than sweet women, except by men who are sexually unrestrictive, low in
dominance, and who lack confidence.
 Decoding the Catfish: Online dating and Mismatch
David E. Chapleau (SUNY New Paltz; chaplead1@hawkmail.newpaltz.edu), Glenn Geher
(SUNY New Paltz)
This study aimed to identify how individuals advertised themselves to socially familiar and
socially anonymous audiences using online dating profiles. A major motivation of this
research was the phenomenon of fake internet profiles for the use of finding a romantic
partner, otherwise known as catfishing. It was found that gender and audience type had
profound impacts on self presentation in dating contexts. More specifically it was
demonstrated that male participants placed a much higher emphasis on traits and qualities
related to status when maintaining social anonymity to an unknown audience, while in
contrast female participants showed a tendency to emphasize traits and qualities related to
faithfulness much more prominently than male participants. Together these findings suggest
that men and women have a tendency to prioritize different aspects of mating relationship
and as such employ different criteria for mate selection.
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 Understanding the new phenomenon of breakup sex and why people are engaging in it
James B. Moran (Tulane University; jamesmoran320@gmail.com), T. Joel Wade (Bucknell
University), Damian R. Murray (Tulane University)
The media has glorified this new phenomenon called breakup sex. However, there is no
research to support their claims. This current project sought to understand this new area of
close relationships. In study one (n = 585) results suggest that men are more likely than
woman to endorse breakup sex. It also revealed that breakup sex tends to deal with three
factors: emotionality, hedonistic, and ambivalence. In study two (n = 215) results suggest
that men are more likely than women to feel better about themselves and about the
relationship while women tend to state they feel worse. Ultimately, the results suggest that
breakup sex is an interesting area for future research.
 Girl Flirting: The Allomothering Hypothesis and Effective Strategies for Female
Friendship Formation
T. Joel Wade (Bucknell University; jwade@bucknell.edu), Caroline Hompe (Bucknell
University),
Following the Allomothering Hypothesis, two studies were implemented in order to ascertain
the actions women use to form friendships with other women, and determine which of said
actions are considered most effective. Study 1 (n = 305) sought to discover the actions that
women engage in to try to form friendships with other women. Study 2 (n = 222) sought to
determine which of the consensus actions from Study 1 are perceived as most effective.
Women were expected to rate actions indicative of emotional connection, and bonding, or a
desire to emotionally bond as most effective. The results were consistent with the
hypothesis and are discussed in terms of prior research.
 Does Operational Sex Ratio Predict Binge Drinking Behaviors Among Young American
Adults?
Toe Aung (The Pennsylvania State University; txa96@psu.edu), David Puts (The
Pennsylvania State University)
This study examined binge drinking behavior from the perspective of costly signaling theory,
which holds that displays of behaviors which are too costly to be worth faking allow
observers to access hidden qualities of potential mates (Bird & Smith, 2005). We obtained
the prevalence of binge drinking estimates in U.S. counties from the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation (Dwyer-Lindgren et al., 2014) and sex ratio data from American
Community Survey across eight different years. Our study found that increased binge
drinking among females, might serve as costly sexual signals, manifested in environments
with lower operational sex ratios (OSRs).
12:15 pm to 2:00 pm – Lunch in Town
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2:00 pm to 3:15 pm – Session 3: Attractiveness
Location: LC 100
 Symmetry in Motion: Perception of Attractiveness Changes with Facial Movement
Susan M. Hughes (Albright College; shughes@albright.edu), Toe Aung (Pennsylvania State
University)
We examined whether the appearance of facial symmetry changes while a person is
speaking to see if this would elicit a different perception of attractiveness than viewing a
static photo of that person. We considered changes in both measured and perceived facial
symmetry in relation to attractiveness perception. When facial movements created an
appearance of overall greater facial symmetry while a person was speaking in a video, the
person was rated as being more attractive than as a still photo. By examining the perception
of faces in motion as we typically encounter others in real life (versus static photos), we
extend the ecological validity of the study of the perception of bilateral symmetry in humans
as it relates to attractiveness.
 The double-edged influence of bodily and facial expressions on mate attraction
Jonathan Leclerc (Concordia University; jo_lecle@live.concordia.ca)
Men displaying high-status emotions (e.g., pride) and women displaying low-status emotions
(e.g., happiness) may be perceived as more attractive. Also, women in their luteal (vs. nonfertile) phase of the menstrual cycle may be less attracted to men displaying low-status
emotions (e.g., shame). In contrast, the hypothesis for a temporal context is that displays
perceived as lower on potency/activity are perceived as more attractive, except when
women evaluate short-term mates, displays perceived as higher on potency/activity are
perceived as more attractive. Additionally, women evaluating short-term mates in their luteal
(vs. non-fertile) phase of the menstrual cycle evaluate the same man displaying “anger” and
“pride” as more attractive, given that these displays are expected to be perceived as highest
on activity/potency.
 No Guts, No Glory: Is Risk Seeking Associated with Popularity and Romantic
Involvement among Adolescents?
Cesar J. Rebellon (University of New Hampshire; cesar.rebellon@unh.edu), Rick Trinkner
(Arizona State University), Karen T. Van Gundy (University of New Hampshire), Ellen S.
Cohn (University of New Hampshire)
Research finds that adolescents take more risks when surrounded by peer audiences but
has paid insufficient attention to exploring why this might be the case. We use longitudinal
data from a northeastern sample of adolescents to examine whether one explanation may
be that risk seeking among adolescents promotes popularity and romantic involvement. Net
of controls, we find that risk taking among boys, but not girls, is associated with increases in
these social outcomes and that this relationship is curvilinear, with higher levels of risk
taking yielding diminishing returns.
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 The Five Finger Fitness: Shoplifting as a Reproductive Strategy for Increasing Mate
Value
Geneva Reid (Saint Mary’s University; geneva.reid@outlook.ca), Catherine A. Bourgeois
(Saint Mary’s University), Maryanne L. Fisher (Saint Mary’s University)
Shoplifting is thought of as a “pink-collar crime” (Hirtenlehner & Treiber, 2017), despite past
studies reporting men shoplift more often than women (Hirtenlehner & Treiber, 2017,
Krasnovsky & Lane, 1998). With the popularity of social media platforms, trends involving
the self-promotion of one’s adeptness at shoplifting have gained notoriety. Shoplifters post
photographs featuring their stolen items, and sometimes including the retail value of each
item, and tagged as either “lifting haul” or “shoplifting haul.” A researcher blind to the study
hypothesis coded the stolen items within each photograph. The coded items were then
categorized into themes for analysis. We hypothesize that the stolen items are relevant to
increasing one’s reproductive fitness by superficially increasing one’s mate value. Results
are pending.
 Handgrip strength as a fitness indicator in males: revisited
Andrew C. Gallup (SUNY Polytechnic Institute; a.c.gallup@gmail.com)
Handgrip strength (HGS) is highly heritable and a good measure of overall strength and
muscle function. Indicative of testosterone and fat-free body mass, HGS is highly sexually
dimorphic. Whereas HGS has long predicted health in both men and women, Gallup et al.
(2007) first demonstrated that HGS predicts measures of social and sexual competition in
men but not women. These findings have since been replicated and extended within the
field of evolutionary psychology. Studies now show that male HGS predicts measures of
sexual behavior, courtship display, hunting prowess, aggression and social dominance,
masculine-specific body morphology and movement, fluctuating asymmetry, and physical
attractiveness. Overall, HGS appears to be under directional selection in men as it relates to
reproductive competition.
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3:30 pm to 4:45 pm – Session 4: Life History
Location: LC 100
 Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes (Turn and face the strange): Extending Life History Theory to IntraIndividual Variation
George B. Richardson (University of Cincinnati; george.richardson@uc.edu)
Life history theory (LHT) has generated important insights into the nature of human
variation. However, virtually all studies applying LHT to humans have been restricted to
individual differences, suggesting the enormous potential of LHT for shedding light on the
structure and causes of change is not well recognized. To leverage LHT in efforts to improve
the human condition, researchers will need to examine the extent to which prior findings
translate to intra-individual variation (i.e., change over time). This presentation reviews
questions implied by a shift to intra-individual variation, describes approaches that
researchers can use to answer them, and concludes with an illustrative example that applies
LHT to recovery from substance use disorders.
 Logic, Fast and Slow: The Persistent Difficulty of the Monty Hall Problem through the
Lens of Evolutionary Psychology
Samantha Sweeney (SNHU; samantha.sweeney@snhu.edu), Jay Kosegarten (SNHU),
Gary Kose (LIU-Brooklyn)
Evolutionary cognitive psychology sheds light on humans’ ‘fast and slow’ thinking. This
study examined two aspects of problem-solving hypothesized to be facilitative in deducing
the correct response to the Monty Hall problem. The authors investigated the effects of 1) a
demonstration which emphasized the logic of the Monty Hall problem and facilitated
perspective-change, and 2) the priming effects of counterfactual conditional statements.
Alone, these two conditions did not improve performance over controls. When combined,
they significantly improve subjects’ performance. Proper understanding of the best
response to the problem requires the ability to switch perspective and have a sense of
logical form. We argue that subjects overcome System 1 thinking to access System 2
thinking when solving the Monty Hall problem.
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 Environmental Adversity and Fast versus Slow Parenting Strategies across the Globe
Brett W. Pelham (Montgomery College; brettpel@yahoo.com)
Life history theory predicts that parents in adverse environments adopt faster reproductive
strategies. Supporting this idea, a study of more than 150 nations showed that in nations
with higher pathogen loads and higher infant mortality rates, women began having children
younger and had more children. Infant mortality mediated the path from pathogen load to
both parenting outcomes. Prospective analyses also showed that historical pathogen loads
and recent infant mortality rates predicted changes in reproductive strategies over six
decades. Consistent with Schmitt (2005), nations in which women were in the statistical
minority also exhibited slower reproductive strategies. These findings support life history
theory and parental investment theory in the most comprehensive, methodologically
rigorous global tests of such hypotheses yet conducted.
 Do messages to remind of being supported by relatives affect responses to risks that are
perceived to threaten future generations?
Hidenori Komatsu (Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry;
komatsu@criepi.denken.or.jp), Nobuyuki Tanaka ((Central Research Institute of Electric
Power Industry), Hiromi Kubota ((Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry),
Hirotada Ohashi (The University of Tokyo)
Risks that are perceived to threaten future generations are known to be perceived often as
extremely high. The mechanism of this phenomenon has been explored by a series of
simulation models and questionnaire analysis considering the adaptiveness of altruistic
evolution, which suggest that ones who get more support from their relatives show more
risk-taking propensity. Hypothesizing that this tendency can potentially be utilized to
stimulate the evolutionarily preserved response, an RCT (Randomized Control Trial) is
conducted to identify if stories to remind that the respondents are somehow supported by
their relatives show an effect to moderate such extreme risk-averse attitudes.
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 What do Economically Costly Signals Signal?: A Life History Framework for Interpreting
Men’s Conspicuous Consumption
Daniel J. Kruger (University of Michigan; kruger@umich.edu), Jessica S. Kruger (University
of Buffalo)
The standard ultimate explanation for men’s conspicuous wealth displays considers them
attractive to women as a signal of expected resource investment. However, some
conspicuous displays may function as mating effort even at the cost of paternal investment
potential. Undergraduates read descriptions of two men purchasing automobiles with the
same budget. One purchased a new car for the sake of reliability, the other purchased a
used car and spent the remaining funds on conspicuous display features. Confirming all
hypotheses, participants rated the man investing in display higher on mating effort, lower on
parental investment, higher on interest in and attractiveness to women for brief sexual
affairs, and lower on interest in and attractiveness to women for long-term committed
romantic relationships.
5:00 pm to 6:15 pm – Session 5: Social Dynamics
Location: LC 100
 Disorganizational Misbehavior: Modern Business and its Impacts on Human Wellbeing
Gareth J. Craze (Case Western Reserve University; gjc48@case.edu)
Evolutionary mismatch is based on the principle that a phenotypic trait which once conferred
an advantage for an organism in an environment to which it is adapted, can become
maladaptive under novel environmental parameters. Modern business organizations
represent arenas where this mismatch has been ratcheted up to an extreme level for
humans. Corporate “cake culture”, sustained sedentary behavior, and acute social stress
each represent a form of supranormal stimuli, which our evolved human psychology is illequipped to deal with, yet which characterize modern working environments. In the present
piece, I outline the implications these aspects of evolutionary mismatch may have for
several aspects of modern organizational life, and what might be done to attenuate their
worst impacts.
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 How disparities in power shape the evolution of social control
Omar T. Eldakar (Nova Southeastern University; oeldakar@gmail.com), Andrew C. Gallup
(SUNY Polytechnic Institute)
Altruism presents an evolutionary paradox, as altruistic individuals are vulnerable to
exploitation by selfish individuals. One mechanism that can effectively curtail selfishness
within groups is punishment. Using an evolutionary game-theoretical model, we show that
punishment can effectively evolve and maintain high levels of altruism in the population.
Unlike typical models on social evolution, we explicitly altered the extent to which individuals
vary in their power over others such that powerful individuals can more readily both punish
and escape the punishment of others. Under large power asymmetries, a powerful selfish
minority maintained altruism of the masses. In contrast, increased symmetry of power
amongst individuals produced a more egalitarian society held together by altruism and
punishment carried out by the collective.
 I Just Came for the Food: And No, I'm Not Sorry
Glenn Geher (SUNY New Paltz; geherg@newpaltz.edu), Amanda Baroni (SUNY New
Paltz), Eden Nitza (Emory University), Gratia Sullivan (Emory University), Katherine Dobosh
(SUNY New Paltz), Stephanie Stewart-Hill (University at Buffalo)
Social transgressions have the capacity to adversely affect relationships. This study
explored the effects of transgression intensity, target of a transgression, and presence of an
apology on whether a transgression would be perceived negatively by an observer. In a
sample of nearly 300 young adults, both transgression intensity and target of the
transgression had strong effects on perceptions. The presence of an apology, on the other
hand, had negligible effects. Individuals who scored high on a measure of the Dark Triad
also scored as particularly upset by transgressions of all kinds. Implications for
understanding our evolved responses to social transgressions are discussed.
 The curious and deadly interaction of pathogens and gun ownership
Kilian J. Garvey (University of Louisiana; kiliangarvey@gmail.com)
The behavioral immune system theory has found that regional differences in regional
pathogen load predicts regional differences in a number of violent crimes, in particular the
use of firearms in murders compared with overall murder rates in the United States. In this
follow up study, pathogen prevalence was compared to the percentage of individuals in a
state who owned firearms, to explain the number of murders committed with firearms in
those states. Results show that murders committed with a firearm are better predicted by
pathogen prevalence well above differences in percent of individuals who own firearms.
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 The Psychology of Disease Avoidance: Physiological and Situational Antecedents of
Implicit Social Bias
Anastasia Makhanova (Florida State University; makhanova@psy.fsu.edu), E. Ashby Plant
(Florida State University), Lisa Eckel (Florida State University), Larissa Nikonova (Florida
State University), Joshua Ackerman (University of Michigan), Jon Maner (Florida State
University)
Infectious diseases pose great threats. Consequently, people possess cognitive biases that
help avoid contact with sources of disease. When those biases are activated, people display
prejudice toward others who are stereotypically associated with disease (e.g., the elderly,
those with physical deformities). The current study provides the first direct evidence that
disease-avoidant cognitive biases are linked with activation of the immune system. Acute
inflammation (increases in the cytokine interleukin-6) was associated with both attentional
avoidance of people with facial deformities and implicit prejudice against the elderly. Those
same biases were also produced by an experimental manipulation of acute disease
concerns. Findings provide insight into the powerful connections between physiological and
psychological processes aimed at promoting human health and well-being.
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm – Keynote Address: Dr. Doug Kenrick
Location: LC 100
Try to Not Replicate This: Age Differences in Mate Preference Across Methods, Across
Cultures, and Across History
8:00 pm – Dinner / Night Out in Town

Saturday – 4/21:
10:00 am to 11:15 am – Business Meeting
Location: WH Conference Room 360
11:30 am to 1:30 pm – Poster Session
Location: WH Third Floor
(abstracts for all posters are found in a later section of this program book)
1:30 pm to 2:45 pm – Lunch in Town
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3:00 pm to 4:15 pm – Session 6: Emotion
Location: The Terrace
 Emotional Processing Function of Bad Dreams and Nightmares
Daniel J. Glass (Suffolk University; djglass@suffolk.edu), Gary D. Fireman (Suffolk
University)
The current study is designed to examine the relationship between disturbed dreams and
emotional functioning. Some models draw a distinction between two types of disturbed
dreams: nightmares and bad dreams, such that the former involves the sleeper waking in
the middle of the dream, while the latter does not. One such model of disturbed dreaming
posits that disturbed dreams serve an adaptive function, to provide “offline” emotional
exposures to allow us to process and integrate negative emotions while sleeping. According
to this model, bad dreams represent this emotional processing system working properly,
whereas nightmares represent an interruption in this mechanism. In the current study, 144
adults tracked their dreams and emotional outcomes for three weeks, and the resulting data
was analyzed to determine how well it fit with the predictions of the emotion-processing
model of bad dreams.
 Evolutionary Influences on Attribution and Affect
Jennie R. Brown (Franklin Pierce University; brownje@franklinpierce.edu), David Trafimow
(New Mexico State University)
Evolutionary theory was applied to Reeder and Brewer’s schematic theory and Trafimow’s
affect theory to extend this area of research with three new predictions comparing morality
and ability attributions, and gender differences for affect and attribution ratings The design
included a 2 (Behavior Type: morality, ability) x 2 (diagnostic, non-diagnostic) x 2 (Sex:
female or male actor) x 2 (Gender: female or male participant) x 2 (Order: attribution portion
first, affect portion first) mixed design. All factors were within participants except the order
and participant gender. Participants were presented with 32 different scenarios in which an
actor engaged in a concrete behavior after which they made attributions and rated their
affect in response to the behavior. Morality related behaviors received more extreme
attribution and affect ratings than ability related behaviors. Female actors received stronger
attribution and affect ratings for diagnostic morality behaviors compared to male actors.
Male and female actors received similar attribution and affect ratings for diagnostic ability
behaviors. These findings demonstrate the utility of evolutionary theory in creating new
hypotheses and empirical findings in the domain of attribution.
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 Infants’ Physical Immaturity Triggers Greater Empathy in Adults
Karin Machluf (Penn State Worthington Scranton; kxm5600@psu.edu)
The goal of this experiment was to examine whether neotenous features trigger feelings of
empathy. Empathy is of particular interest here given its role in fostering prosocial behavior,
such as caretaking and parenting. Participants viewed images of neotenous stimuli (infant
faces), non-neotenous stimuli (adult faces), or neutral stimuli (furniture), and answered an
empathy questionnaire. Results revealed that participants who viewed pictures of infant
faces rated themselves as having significantly higher empathy than those who viewed other
stimuli. These results suggest that individuals who viewed neotenous stimuli rated
themselves as significantly more empathic than individuals who saw non-neotenous stimuli
(either adult faces or neutral stimuli). These findings suggest that empathy is one
mechanism triggered by noetenous features and may be adaptive to motivating care from
adults.
 Disgust and discrimination: Behavioral immune system activation and ethnocentrism
Brett Andersen (University of Central Arkansas; bandersen1@cub.uca.edu), Lora E. Adair
(University of Central Arkansas)
The behavioral immune system has been implicated as an evolutionary explanation for
negative attitudes towards outgroup members. Furthermore, authoritarianism (linked to
ethnocentrism) has been shown to be more prevalent in areas with high rates of infectious
disease. The current work investigates whether activating the behavioral immune system
through exposure to disease-related stimuli can increase punitive attitudes towards
members of the outgroup. Participants will be exposed to one of two slideshows; a diseaserelated one or a control, and then will be asked to recommend a prison sentence for
described criminals, varying whether or not the criminal is a member of that person’s
outgroup. It is predicted that participants who are exposed to disease-related stimuli will give
harsher sentences to outgroup members.
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 Detection of Emotion in Music
Olivia G. Jewell (SUNY New Paltz; jewello1@hawkmail.newpaltz.edu), Glenn Geher (SUNY
New Paltz)
Research in music and emotions has become very popular, and has indicated that
individuals can detect emotions in various pieces of music. However, most of this research
has used a forced-choice format, or similar, to allow participants to respond to what emotion
they believe best fits the musical piece in question. The current study seeks to expand on
this literature by allowing participants to use slide-bars for each of the emotion options, to
allow participants to provide a more nuanced description of the emotions they hear in the
piece of music. Participants listened to 36 musical clips, and rated the degree to which each
emotion fit the piece of music. Results indicate that some musical clips were more
ambiguous than others, with different emotions being rated equally highly for a given
musical clip. We believe that this research helps to capture the emotional complexity that
can exist in music, which can lead to a better understanding of how music conveys emotions
in general.
4:30 pm to 5:45 pm – Session 7: All Things Evolutionary
Location: The Terrace
 Could iconic pitch manipulations have facilitated the origin of words? Some thoughts
Sethu Karthikeyan (Pace University; skarthikeyan@pace.edu)
Whereas we agree upon the meaning of the word “cat”, the sound sequence itself does not
sound or feel like the referent. Sound-meaning relationship is therefore largely arbitrary. A
non-arbitrary connection between certain classes of sounds and their meanings may be
envisioned if we adopt an ethological perspective that considers the functions of
vocalizations across species, and review recent findings that demonstrate that we
manipulate our vocal pitch iconically to convey specific meanings. It is reasonable to
incorporate this knowledge into discussions on the origin of referential use of voice.
 The Poetry of Thomas Lux: Biophilia Meets Theory of Mind
Judith P. Saunders (Marist College; judith.saunders@marist.edu)
With its frequent focus on non-human animals, the poetry of Thomas Lux invites Darwinian
examination. Satirically anthropomorphic in his presentation of ants, worms, snakes, moose,
and other creatures, Lux ridicules our species-centric tendencies. Failing to acknowledge
the otherness of the varied life-forms we encounter, we ascribe human patterns of emotion
and reason to them. Illustrating the relentless subjectivity permeating our views of the world,
Lux directs ridicule toward human mental operations per se. When he shows turtles and
tarantulas justifying their behavior according to human theories of mind, he exposes the
inconsistencies and absurdities--as well as fundamental self-interestedness--in our thinking.
Our analyses of human motives and behaviors look remarkably irrational when presented by
ice worms or driver ants.
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 A Biocultural Approach to Muriel Barbery’s The Elegance of the Hedgehog
Kathleen Robin Hart (Vassar College; kahart@vassar.edu)
Research in neuroscience and evolutionary theory permits us to expand notions of animality
by examining how a culture activates human tendencies and dispositions that contribute to
cultural prejudice and the concomitant relegation of certain groups to animal-like status. To
illustrate these points, I examine some possibilities and limits of Muriel Barbery’s use of
animal metaphors to critique social prejudice in her novel The Elegance of the
Hedgehog. Rife with animal metaphors, which the two narrators self-consciously apply to
people of different stations, races, and social classes, the novel also contains reflections on
various theories of human mind and behavior that have made their way into French popular
culture, such as the discovery of “mirror neurons,” and the evolution of disgust as a foodand animal-related emotion.
 The Ontogeny of Facial Masculinity Ratios
Carolyn R. Hodges-Simeon (Boston University; crhodges@bu.edu), Seth M. Weinberg
(University of Pittsburgh), Graham Albert (Boston University), Michael Gurven (University of
California), Steven J.C. Gaulin (University of California)
Facial width-to- height ratio (fWHR) has been proposed as a secondary sexual
characteristic that develops under the influence of pubertal testosterone (T). This
assumption underlies findings on fWHR and measures of aggression. It is unclear,
however, if fWHR is sexually dimorphic. We examine if sex differences in fWHR are
present before, during, and after adolescence, and in association with T. We measured
fWHR and 2 other previously-proposed facial masculinity ratios (width/lower face
height, width/mandibular width) in two samples of males and females aged 7 to 21 (2D
photos from Bolivia and 3D scans from the US). Results showed no evidence of sex
differences in fWHR in either sample. Both alternative ratios showed sexual
differentiation by sex and testosterone level during adolescence.
6:00 pm to 7:15 pm – Keynote Address: Dr. Martie Haselton
Location: LC 100
The Hidden Intelligence of Hormones: How They Drive Desire, Shape Relationships,
Influence Our Choices, and Make Us Wiser
7:30 pm to 9:15 pm – Banquet
Location: The Terrace
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Sunday – 4/22:
10:00 am – HIKE up Bonticou Crag
Location: Meet in front of VH at 10am; Caravan will leave by 10:15am.




Free, but pre-registration is required. Information will be included at registration
table.
Includes sneak peek at the Ancestor’s Trail.
We should be back in town by 1:30pm.

__________________________________________________________________________________
Poster Abstracts
1. I’ll only copy you if you are physically attractive: Understanding the difference between
mate poaching and mate choice copying
James B. Moran (Tulane University; jamesmoran320@gmail.com), T. Joel Wade (Bucknell
University), Damian R. Murray (Tulane University)
This research investigated trade-offs men use when deciding which couple would be the
easiest to infiltrate and which couple they would want to hook-up with. The participants (n
=97) were presented with three photos of a quasi-couple where the woman was consistent
and the three men were unattractive, equal or more attractive than her. The men were
instructed to drag and drop the three randomized photos in order 1 (most likely) - 3 (least
likely) for eight randomized questions regarding mate poaching and mate copying. Eight
Friedman tests were conducted and revealed a significant difference between the rankings
of the photos for all of the situations. These findings suggest that there are clear differences
between men’s conditional mating strategies.
2. Examining the relationship between life history strategy and error management theory
James B. Moran (Tulane University; jamesmoran320@gmail.com), Damian R. Murray
(Tulane University)
Men tend to overestimate women’s sexual intent and women tend to underestimate men’s
commitment also known as error management theory (Haselton and Buss, 2000). There has
yet to be a study that has investigated the relationship between individual’s life history
strategy and their cognitive bias. This project (N = 352) was implemented to test this
relationship. It was hypothesized that men who are fast life history strategists would be more
likely to overestimate sexual intent from women because they prioritize current reproduction
over future reproduction. The hypothesis was not supported. Results suggest that men,
regardless of life history tend to overestimate sexual intent. However, results revealed that
men who are slow life history strategist are related to higher commitment skepticism.
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3. Intrasexual Competition and Mothers: Perception of Those Who Derogate their Rivals
and Self Promote
Taylor G. Hill (Saint Mary's University; taylor_hill@hotmail.com), Maryanne L. Fisher (Saint
Mary's University)
Previous research has identified intrasexual competition strategies used among women to
compete for access to, and retention of, mates. It remains unknown how mothers who use
these strategies to enhance their children’s success are viewed by other individuals. We
propose mothers who derogate other mothers will be seen more negatively than those who
self-promote. Using a pre-post study design, women rated 12 mothers’ photographs for the
target’s attractiveness, competency as a mother, and personality. In the pre-condition
participants rated the woman in the photograph, while in the post-condition the participants
rated her after being told the woman made a ‘Facebook post’ containing competitor
derogation or self-promotion. Differences in ratings were calculated, as caused by strategy
use. Data collection is underway.
4. Infant Faces Cue Attention in Visual Search Among Adult Face Distractors
Karin Machluf (Penn State Worthington Scranton; kxm5600@psu.edu), Amanda Hahn
Children exhibit neotenous, or physically immature, features, such as a large rounded head,
relatively large eyes, round cheeks, and small chin. Lorenz (1943) argued that adults are
particularly attracted to these features, and that they trigger a cognitive system that
enhances motivation to engage in caretaking behaviors. One way a child could trigger this
proposed mechanism is by increasing an adult’s attention. Visual search is a quick and
efficient way to orient an individual to evolutionarily-relevant stimuli with evidence that
evolutionarily relevant stimuli facilitates the speed with which information is processed and
the likelihood that it will be processed (Jiang et al. 2006; Hoffmann et al., 2012). The goal of
this present study is to extend this research by examining whether infant faces will attract
adult attention more so than adult faces in a visual search.
5. Black Female Beauty is Universal: An Examination of Forty-Three Years of Waist to Hip
Ratio (WHR) Data
T. Joel Wade (Bucknell University; jwade@bucknell.edu), Tanja Bekhuis (TCB Research &
Indexing LLC)
The present research examined the waist to hip ratios (WHRs) of 649 Black women who
were JET “Beauties of the Week” from 1965 to 2007 to determine if WHRs of attractive
Black women match the universally attractive, healthy, and fecund WHR criterion of .70 or
less. It was hypothesized that the WHRs of these JET “Beauties of the Week” would match
this criterion. Consistent with the hypothesis, the WHRs of JET “Beauties of the Week” for
all 43 years met this criterion. The WHR criterion of .70 or less for attractiveness applies to
Black women also, showing that the attractive body shape for Black women is based on the
universal biologically significant body fat ratio.
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6. Mate Guarding Scale: Assessing reliability and scale properties.
Alita J. Cousins (Eastern Connecticut State University ; cousinsa@easternct.edu), Ryanne
Shemanskis (Eastern Connecticut State University), Madeleine A. Fugere (Eastern
Connecticut State University)
Mate guarding has three goals: to preserve access to a mate, to keep rivals away from a
mate, and to keep a mate from leaving the relationship (Buss, 2002). At this time, there are
no published measures of mate guarding for which there is established reliability and
validity. The goal of this research was to create a mate guarding scale and establish the
reliability and psychometric properties of the scale. To this end, we collected data online
from women (N = 1069). The reliability of the scale was very high for both self- and partnerreport of mate guarding. Additionally, principal axis factoring indicated 8 subscales
accounting for over 50% of the variance.
7. Kummerspeck nicht! No evidence for Kummerspeck (“grief bacon,” or weight gained by
emotional eating) after relationship dissolution
Marissa A. Harrison (Penn State Harrisburg; mah52@psu.edu), Susan M. Hughes (Albright
College)
Kummerspeck is the German word for excessive weight gained by emotional eating. Its
English translation is “grief bacon” or “sorrow fat.” The term Kummerspeck seldom appears
in scientific literature, yet overeating tied to negative emotions is a well-documented
phenomenon. In the ancestral environment, excessive eating after relationship dissolution
may have been adaptive, particularly for women, as an increase in fat stores might
compensate for a loss of provisioning. Data from 527 participants, however, did not support
Kummerspeck after break-up, even when taking into account other variables such as sex,
age, time since break-up, and current relationship status. We discuss future research
considerations.
8. Evolutionary Approaches: Short-term Mating, Porn Preferences, and Infidelity
Catherine Salmon (University of Redlands; catherine_salmon@redlands.edu), Maryanne
Fisher (Saint Mary’s University)
The study of pornography can provide a wealth of data concerning the design features of
human sexual psychology, serving as an unobtrusive measure of human sexual desires. We
can use an evolutionary lens to examine not only features that are considered attractive
within and across sex, but also individual differences that are shaped by between and within
sex differences in life history strategies. One method for doing this is to examine what types
of visual pornography men and women watch and whether their viewing preferences reflect
sex differences in evolved mating strategies. In this study we examined the impact of sex,
life history strategies, and sociosexuality on the frequency of pornography consumption and
pornography preferences.
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9. Women Reveal, Men Conceal: Current Relationship Disclosure When Seeking an ExtraPair Partner
Susan M. Hughes (Albright College; shughes@albright.edu), Marissa A. Harrison (Penn
State Harrisburg)
We examined sex differences in disclosing a current committed relationship to potential
extra-pair copulation (EPC) partner. We hypothesized that women are more likely to reveal
their current relationship to facilitate success in attaining an EPC partner. This would pose
an ideal opportunity for a man to have short-term sexual access and increase chances of
reproduction without his commitment. Alternatively, men may see it as advantageous to
conceal their relationship when seeking an EPC partner. He would be less able to provide
time, commitment, and resources, and she may sustain enormous costs bearing offspring
without support. Responses from 634 participants showed that women, compared to men,
indeed indicated more hypothetical and actual committed relationship status revelation to a
potential EPC partner.
10. Can listeners assess health from men’s voices?
Graham O. Albert (Boston University; grahama@bu.edu), Zeynep Senveli (Boston
University), Steven A. Arnocky (Nipissing University), Carolyn R. Hodges-Simeon (Boston
University)
Although the male voice is hypothesized to signal health and condition, little research has
been conducted to determine if individuals can accurately assess speakers’ health from their
voices. Here we investigated whether listeners could accurately assess men’s health when
they were only presented with voice recordings. We hypothesized that listeners would rate
voice recordings of men who reported better physical health as being healthier than the
recordings of men who reported worse health. Furthermore, we predicted that women would
rate these voices as more attractive and men would rate them as more dominant.
Recordings from men who reported better physical health were rated as belonging to
healthier individuals. Women rated these voices as attractive and men rated them as
dominant.
11. The Naturalistic Phallusy: the Use of Evolution to Justify Treatment of Women
Rebecca L. Burch (State University of New York at Oswego; rebecca.burch@oswego.edu),
Maryanne Fisher (Saint Mary's University)
The history of evolutionary theory, primatology, and evolution and human behavior is rife
with conclusions regarding women, and particularly their behaviors, cognitions, and
motivations. As research has progressed, and more female and feminist researchers have
broken into the field, some of these points have been refuted. However, it is clear that these
beliefs have not stayed in the past and instead, are apparent today within evolutionary
psychology. Many researchers fall prey to the same few assumptions about female behavior
and motivations. We review three key assumptions: 1) other than reproduction, women do
little at all, 2) women’s chief purpose is to be attractive to males, and 3) what is clearly in a
male’s reproductive best interests are taken to be also in women’s best interests.
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12. More than just a pretty face: The overlooked contributions of women in human evolution
Emily Rundle (SUNY Oswego; erundle2@oswego.edu), Rebecca Burch (SUNY Oswego)
The preferences that contemporary men have for beauty in their female partners has been
translated by many researchers into an evolutionary female priority. To illustrate this point,
we examined introductory and mating preference texts to examine how often physical
attractiveness and beauty are listed as major factors in female evolutionary success, how
often other factors, such as intelligence, resourcefulness, and cooperation are listed in the
same category, how often the skills and strategies women use after mating and birth are
discussed, and how often the roles of older women are mentioned. We argue that the skills
and strategies a woman used after mating and birth would be far more important to her
evolutionary success.
13. Does Manipulation in Fundamental Frequency or Apparent Vocal Tract Size Effect
Listeners Health Assessment?
Soubhana Asif (Boston University; sasif3@bu.edu), Graham O. Albert (Boston University),
Zeynep Senveli (Boston University), Steven A. Arnocky (Nipissing University), Carolyn R.
Hodges-Simeon (Boston University)
In a previous investigation, we found that individuals could accurately assess speakers’
health from their voice recordings. To determine if either F0 or apparent vocal tract size
effected health ratings, we manipulated men’s voice recordings on these two dimensions.
We predicted that recordings of men’s voices manipulated to have lower F0 and recordings
manipulated to have increased vocal tract size would be rated as healthier. Participants
listened to manipulated recordings and rated the speakers’ health. Participants rated men’s
voice recordings manipulated to have lower F0 as belonging to men who were significantly
healthier than the same voice recordings manipulated to have higher F0. The apparent
vocal tract size manipulation did not affect participants’ health ratings.
14. An Investigation of the Reliability and Factor Structure of the Mating Motivation Scale
Zeynep Senveli (Boston University; senveli@bu.edu), Graham O. Albert (Boston University),
Steven A. Arnocky (Nipissing Universiity), Carolyn R. Hodges-Simeon (Boston University)
One of the primary areas of study within evolutionary psychology is individual differences in
mating behavior. Thus far, literature on human mating has focused on the strategies
adopted when seeking, attracting, and retaining romantic partners. However, very little
research investigates the effort put forth in employing these strategies and to what extent it
varies between individuals. Here we define mating motivation as the energy which people
allocate towards locating, attracting, and retaining romantic partners. We have developed
and tested a new scale to measure mating motivation. We present our set of items, the
internal consistency of our measure, and the measures' factor structure.
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15. Mirror, Mirror on the Wall: How Does Waist-to-Hip Ratio Define Them All?
Toe Aung (Penn State; txa96@psu.edu), Leah C. Williams (Albright College)
Disney movies are commonly cited as evidence of the “what is beautiful is good” stereotype
(Bazzini et al., 2010; Dion et al., 1972). Children learn early on that “Snow White and
Cinderella are beautiful and kind,” while the “witch and the stepsisters are ugly and wicked”
(Myer, 2002). What in particular makes these Disney characters “beautiful” has not been
analyzed. Waist-to-hip ratio (WHR) likely influences female attractiveness (Lassek & Gaulin,
2016; Singh, 1993), in which smaller WHR is generally preferred by men, even blind men
(Karremans et al., 2010). This study examined differences in WHR between princesses and
villains as well as differences in WHR between stereotypically “feminine” princess characters
compared to princesses portraying less “feminine” traits.
16. Younger Brides and Older Grooms in America 1966-2007: Cultural Factors Overlaying
Evolutionary Fundamentals?
Gordon Bear (Ramapo College; gbear@ramapo.edu), Brett Pelham (Montgomery College)
In rare databases searchable for bride’s and groom’s ages simultaneously (Ohio, Texas; N =
440,830 marriages), (a) grooms were more often 2 years older than 2 years younger in 35 of
35 comparisons. (b) Young spouses were often the same age, but (c) less so in recent
years. (d) Older grooms often took much younger spouses but not so for older brides, an
asymmetry (e) largely unchanged from 1966, when 33% of grooms 43+ years old married a
woman 11+ years younger, to 2000 (28%). We ascribe the secular changes to sociocultural
factors. Seeking evolutionary factors, we are currently checking American and foreign data
to see whether the age differences are weaker where women have higher social status.
17. Attractiveness and Volunteer Firefighting
Nicholas J. Primavera (SUNY New Paltz; primaven1@hawkmail.newpaltz.edu

)

This study aims to explore the attractiveness of volunteerism, more specifically with regards
to volunteer firefighting. Based on evolutionary principles, we know that volunteering is
attractive, and riskiness in males is attractive, especially so for short-term relationships. With
that information in mind, this study seeks to extend those principles to see if they apply to
the volunteer fire service.
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18. The relationship between forgiveness, life history and other individual characteristics
Jessica A. Eades (Juniata College; Eadesja14@juniata.edu), David R. Widman (Juniata
College)
Given that humans evolved in groups, several behaviors relevant to success in those groups
have evolved. One such behavior might be forgiveness. In groups, transgressions against
other members of the group are inevitable. Researchers have posited that individuals have
two options in response to such transgressions: punishment or forgiveness, with forgiveness
applied in high value relationships. In this study, we examine the relationship between
forgiveness, other individual characteristics previously shown to be related to forgiveness,
and life history. We expect that, due to prior associations between forgiveness and
individual characteristics and the long-term behaviors that slow life history individuals make
regarding friends, that individuals with slow life histories should show greater amounts of
forgiveness.
19. An Evolutionary Analysis of “Motherfuckers”: It’s About More than Just Incest
Maryanne Fisher (Saint Mary's University; mlfisher.99@gmail.com), Melanie MacEacheron
(University of Western Ontario), Catherine Salmon (University of Redlands)
“Motherfucker” is used as a compliment for a person who is intolerant of fools, self-confident,
and perhaps slightly dangerous. It is also an insult, implying that the person is unintelligent,
and more recently, used for inanimate objects. Historically, the phrase may stem from
concerns regarding a mother’s fidelity, and not about incest; it indicates that a mother’s mate
is easily cuckolded or that the “motherfucker” has made another man a cuckold. Hence,
while the word is framed as dealing with women, it is an insult with respect to how it
undermines male status within the family, or within families with which the “motherfucker”
has contact. Moreover, there exists no similar popular phrase with regard to any other family
relation. We explore the history of “motherfucker,” and the way it is used today, with the
goal of understanding it from an evolutionary perspective.
20. Influence of Gender on Shunning among College Students
Shelby M. Henry (Shippensburg University; sh7606@ship.edu), Robert L. Hale
(Shippensburg University)
This study examined likelihood of shunning on an in-group member upon their violation of
social norms across three peer group scenarios: mate poaching, lack of resource sharing,
and out-group appearance. There were differences in likelihood of shunning. The mate
poaching scenario produced the highest likelihood, p&lt;.05. Sex of the violator impacted
the outcome of shunning likelihood. Female violators accrued the highest likelihood of being
shunned, p&lt;.05. This was most evident within the mate poaching scenario. As a validity
check, participants judged the gender of names used in the study; if the violator’s name
typically represented a female, male, or was gender ambiguous. The results from this study
support the claim that shunning behavior in humans may be an evolutionary adaptation.
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21. The impact of sea landscape on stress
Anu M. Lähteenmäki-Uutela (University of Turku; anmlaht@utu.fi), Markus J. Rantala
(University of Turku)
Based on evolutionary theory, we hypothesize that human relax by the water and that
fishing is particularly relaxing for male humans. We use stress rings for studying the stress
levels of adult Finnish people that spend time by the Baltic Sea. We measure the impact of
the waters in the Finnish winter, spring, and summer. The results will show who can relax
and by doing what. From the public health perspective, chronic stress may be reduced
through health spatial planning that is based on scientific evidence on the stress-relieving
potential of waters.
22. Differences in Reactions to Infidelity Based on Sex and Sexuality
Alec R. Goldstein (SUNY New Paltz; goldstea2@hawkmail.newpaltz.edu), Julie A. Planke
(SUNY New Paltz)
Sex differences in mating psychology, particularly reactions to infidelity, have been well
documented by Buss and colleagues (1992), and replicated by Howard and Perilloux (2017)
with heterosexual and homosexual individuals. Previous research suggested that these
differences are a result of one’s biological sex, rather than one’s sexual orientation.
However, participants were required to identify as either heterosexual or homosexual, and
therefore the inherent fluidity of human sexuality was not accounted for. This study seeks to
examine differences in mating psychology, utilizing the Kinsey-scale to adequately measure
sexuality. With the fluidity of sexuality in mind, we will also assess differences in reactions to
infidelity based on the sex of the target the participant’s partner is having an unfaithful
secondary relationship with.
23. Internet trolling and pathogen prevalence
Kilian J. Garvey (University of Louisiana; kiliangarvey@gmail.com)
While a number of studies have identified psychological characteristics of individuals more
prone to internet trolling, this study looked at environmental factors. 12 state-level life history
related measures (life expectancy, child deaths, infant mortality, high school graduation,
bachelor’s degrees, per capita income, unemployment percentage, percent living below
poverty, percent who identify as very religious, percent who attend church at least once a
week, percentage of daily religious activities, and pathogen prevalence) were entered into a
multiple regression with state level measures of frequency of internet trolling. While
pathogen prevalence, low high school graduate rates, high unemployment, and curiously,
frequent daily religious activities were statistically significantly correlated with state level
internet trolling, only pathogen prevalence significantly explained the model.
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24. Hi, My Name is Wealthy: Women’s Dating Behaviours in Relation to the Perceived Wealth
of Perspective Mates
Hannah S-A Hunter (Saint Mary's University; hannahhunter77@gmail.com), Taylor Hill
(Saint Mary's University), Catherine Bourgeois (Saint Mary's University), Daina Horn (Saint
Mary's University), Katherine Redmond (Saint Mary's University), Geneva Reid (Saint
Mary's University), Maryanne L. Fisher (Saint Mary's University)
This project pertains to women’s willingness to initiate dating behaviour as influenced by the
perceived wealth of a perspective mate. We anonymously placed ATM receipts at single
women’s work areas, face side down, and with a man’s name and alleged phone number on
the side facing upward. We measured whether women initiated contact. The receipts were
separated into high account balance ($7000 and up) and low account balance ($100 and
below) conditions. We predict that women who have received an ATM receipt with a high
account balance, will more frequency initiate communication with the perspective mate, than
will women who have received an ATM receipt of low account balance. Results are pending.
25. An Evolutionary Fitness Interpretation of Personality Trait Covariance
John A. Johnson (Penn State University; j5j@psu.edu)
Analysis of scores on the five major personality factors in two large data sets (Ns = 307,313
and 619,150) confirmed a prediction from socioanalytic theory that the most common twoscore profiles occur within superfactors α and β, which affect coalition formation and status
achievement, respectively (Hogan & Blickle, 2017). A parallel analysis of 1,710
representative English trait terms indicated that most trait terms fall at the intersection of two
positive or two negative poles of the five factors, with five notable exceptions. The common
trait combinations are discussed in terms of evolutionary fitness, and the exceptions, in
terms of special evolutionary threats or opportunities.
26. Women's gaze of female nudes and sexual fluidity
Madeline K. Bennetti (Juniata College; mkb5329@psu.edu), Rebecca Anglemyer (Juniata
College), Kate F. Marze (Juniata College), Jessica A. Eades (Juniata College), Madeline M.
Deangelis (Juniata College), Madison N. Hearn (Juniata College), Vu N. Ahn (Juniata
College), David R. Widman (Juniata College)
Sexual fluidity is defined as flexibility in sexual attraction to both opposite and same sex
targets. It has been suggested that women are more fluid than men due to women forming
relationships to help childrearing in cases of male abandonment. This suggests that women
who are more fluid should attend to sexually attractive features in other women. This study
examines the relationship between sexual fluidity and gaze patterns of both men and
women on nude images of both males and females. Women with greater sexual fluidity
spent more time looking at the breasts of female images, similar to patterns seen in male
gaze at nude females. The results suggest that more fluid women are actively assessing
other women’s sexual attractiveness.
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27. The contribution of mate value and mate retention to couple´s relationship satisfaction:
real life evidence of parental investment predictions
Ana Maria Fernandez (Universidad de Santiago de Chile; ana.fernandez@usach.cl), Jose
Antonio Muñoz (Universidad de Playa Ancha), Paula Pavez (Universidad de Playa Ancha),
Oriana Figueroa (Universidad del Desarrollo)
Romantic and/or sexual relationships convey mating opportunities, reflected in mate value
as well as mate retention effort. We hypothesize that the adaptive advantage of mate value
and mate retention strategies could be observed in 130 heterosexual couples that came to
our lab and completed measures of relationship satisfaction, mate value, and mate
retention. Our results show an association of mate value and mate retention strategies with
relationship satisfaction, while sex differences in the specific variables associated to
satisfaction emerged. In men, mate value was the only significant predictor of relationship
satisfaction, and in women mate retention strategies were significant predictors of
relationship satisfaction. We link this sex-difference in satisfaction, to parental investment
influences in our ancestral mating preferences, reflecting the mate value in terms of fertility
brought by the women to the relationship, as well as the mate retention signaling
commitment by the men.
28. Hate Sex: Who is Having it and Are There Evolutionary Advantages/Disadvantages in
Engaging in Hate Sex?
Jacqueline M. Di Santo (SUNY New Paltz; disantoj1@hawkmail.newpaltz.edu), Glenn
Geher (SUNY New Paltz)
Hate sex, having sexual intercourse with someone you are not in a relationship with and
absolutely despise, is a popular topic in the media. The purpose of this study is to explore
hate sex by looking at the nature of hate sex, who is having it, and how often. The
predictions of this study are engaging in hate sex will be related to a faster life history
strategy, higher mating success, and higher scores on measures of the dark triad,
sociosexuality, extraversion, openness and neuroticism. An online survey will be
administered to college students from SUNY New Paltz, including a definition of hate sex,
open-ended questions on the participants’ engagement in hate sex, including how often,
what led to the sex and the nature of the sex, followed by the scales. This study will help
develop our understanding of hate sex, particularly by exploring why and who is having it.
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29. Scalloped Hammerhead (Sphyrna lewini) Sharks’ Cephalofoil as an Indicator for
Reproductive Success
Jacqueline M. Di Santo (SUNY New Paltz; disantoj1@hawkmail.newpaltz.edu), Stephen M.
Kajiura (Florida Atlantic University), Glenn Geher (SUNY New Paltz)
An interesting example of the diverse morphology in elasmobranch fish is the hammerhead
shark, getting its name from the hammer-like shaped head, referred to as the cephalofoil.
This unique structure has gathered much speculation about its functionality, and the present
hypotheses on its evolution disregard possible reproductive benefits. The purpose of the
current study is to explore the reproductive benefits of the cephalofoil in the scalloped
hammerhead shark, Sphyrna lewini and its role in intersexual (i.e., females displaying a
preference for male cephalofoil size) and intrasexual (i.e., males using cephalopholis as a
means to physically compete with other males for access to females) selection. It is
predicted that males with larger cephalofoils will copulate with a greater amount of females,
suggesting the cephalofoil may aid in female mate choice. It is also hypothesized that males
will show physical aggression toward other males by using their cephalofoils (i.e., headbutting).
30. Life history variation across nerds, jocks, stoners, goths, and gamers in urban and rural
areas
Michael J. Frederick (University of Baltimore; mfrederick@ubalt.edu), Edward Sturman
(SUNY Plattsburg at Queensbury)
Past research into high school peer groups suggests certain groups tend to materialize
regardless of region or demographics. Some students may form social groups around
athletics and be labelled as ‘jocks’, while others may organize around academics and be
labelled as ‘nerds’. Other common groups include ‘rebels’, ‘gamers’, and the ‘popular
crowd’. While terms may vary, similar themes emerge, raising the possibility that such
identity groups represent distinct adaptive strategies. A preliminary investigation suggested
self-identified ‘jocks’ enjoyed greater future incomes than ‘nerds’ and may also have greater
reproductive success. However, this research was conducted in a primarily white, rural
population. In the current study, we extended this investigation to include an ethnically
diverse sample from an urban, east coast university.
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31. Sexual Harassment and the Academy: What does Evolutionary Psychological Science
have to offer?
Jennifer Bremser (SUNY Plattsburgh at Queensbury; davi2010@plattsburgh.edu)
Since the 2016 presidential election, sexual assault and harassment claims have garnered
national attention. These disclosures have led to the outpouring of social media confessions
(the #MeToo hashtag) to draw awareness to a sexual harassment campaign created in
2006 by Tarana Burke to address its pervasiveness. The time is right to shed light on
sexual harassment within academia and evolutionary behavioral scientists may have distinct
advantage in understanding the mechanisms that lead to harassment and the extent of its
impact. Connections across several evolutionary theories (including error management
theory, the challenge hypothesis and learned helplessness) will be examined. In addition,
themes emerging from a crowd-sourced survey of sexual harassment in academia with over
2000 entries will be discussed.

NEEPS 36

The Feminist Evolutionary Perspectives Society (FEPS) Invites You to Join our Meeting, and Get
Involved!

About FEPS: The society exists to bridge two scientific viewpoints that are often in opposition:
evolutionary psychology and feminism. We believe that each can be unified into a productive study of
the evolution of humans. Each approach has historically adopted some biases that impede a full
understanding of the complexities of human psychology, particularly a perspective of psychology that
includes aspects of our shared evolution as well as cultural and environmental influences. FEPS
supports research that: a) is informed by a female perspective, b) directly investigates the active role
that females have had in human evolution, and/or c) studies gender in the evolutionary context with
scientific theory and methodology (including a close examination into the way research questions are
formulated and research subjects selected). We welcome any members, of any gender or sex, who are
sensitive to the combination of feminism and evolutionary psychology.
A recent project: Following the FEPS 2013 meeting, we collaborated on a special section of
Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences titled The Intersection of Feminism and Evolutionary Psychology.
For more information, find us on Facebook!
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The mission of the Applied Evolutionary Psychology Society (AEPS) is to promote the use of
evolutionary theory in applied fields such as policy-making, business, law, education, medicine,
and mental health. To achieve this goal, AEPS holds academic workshops and conferences to
provide resources for, and connections between, researchers on the one hand, and
practitioners, policy-makers, executives, and the general public on the other.
The theoretical and empirical findings that have emerged from Evolutionary Psychology (EP) over the
past several decades have laid the foundation for a novel approach to solving the vast array of social,
political, and ecological challenges we now face. Indeed, the insights that the
human evolutionary sciences have provided have important consequences for establishing and
generating evolutionarily informed (EI) and EI-applied solutions to our social and environmental
problems. AEPS evolved to support evolutionists in translating their findings into practical applications
and is dedicated to the development and dissemination of the prosocial applications of evolutionary
theory.
Several evolutionary scientists have already addressed a number of these issues from an EI
perspective. David Sloan Wilson and his colleagues, for example, have applied evolutionary principles
to guide their “Binghamton Neighborhood Project” with the goal that "the BNP can become a model of
community-based research informed by modern scientific theory and methods." We seek more of that;
more evolutionarily-informed problem-solving procedures such as EI parenting; EI environmental
conservation; EI psychotherapy; EI medicine; EI education; EI nutrition and exercise programs; EI
business procedures; EI public-policy making; and more. AEPS can serve as a clearinghouse for
proposed EP practical solutions to problems in living.
For information on how to become a member or how to get involved with AEPS generally, please go to
our website:
www.aepsociety.com

NEEPS 38

NEEPS is sponsored by:

SUNY New Paltz Evolutionary Studies Club
SUNY New Paltz Psychology Department
SUNY New Paltz College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
SUNY New Paltz Honors Center
SUNY New Paltz Evolutionary Psychology Lab
Bacchus Restaurant

NEEPS 39

After a hard day of conferencing, relax at Bacchus – the official pub of the NEEPS conference!

Bacchus is a 10-minute walk from campus, located at 4 S. Chestnut St. (rt. 208) in downtown New
Paltz. Show your membership badge during the dates of the conference to receive a dollar off beer,
wine, or mixed drinks (not valid in conjunction with other discounts).
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SUNY New Paltz Campus Map
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EBS – the official journal of NEEPS
Editor-in-Chief: Catherine Salmon
Publisher: The American Psychological Association
Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences (EBS) publishes manuscripts that advance the study of human
behavior from an evolutionary perspective, with an emphasis on work that integrates evolutionary theory
with other approaches and perspectives from across the behavioral sciences, including the range of
subdisciplines within psychology as well as the social sciences (e.g., sociology, political science,
criminology) and humanities (e.g., history, literature studies).
This includes a special interest in work that explores:




The role of evolved mechanisms in real-world phenomena, especially when the findings hold
implications for policy or practice;
The expression of evolved cognitive, behavioral, and physiological mechanisms across contexts
and the consequences they have for the patterns and structure of society;
The interplay between evolved psychological mechanisms and cultural influences in driving
behavior, including papers that test established theory in new cultural contexts.

EBS publishes both empirical and theoretical manuscripts and welcomes quantitative, qualitative, and
mixed-method approaches. EBS will consider research on non-human animals provided it offers some
insight on a current question in the study of human behavior. The journal is also interested in articles
that seek to translate evolutionary reasoning into implications for policy and practice.
The journal also publishes short reports (of no more than 2,500 words) that present new findings in brief
without a lengthy theoretical background. In addition, EBS sees reproducibility as a major challenge
facing science in general and encourages the submission of replication studies, especially when they test
existing knowledge in ways that probe underlying assumptions, and meta-analyses that assess the overall
body of work around a particular question.
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Thanks for joining NEEPS XII!

Sweet Home Hudson
Valley

www.neepsociety.org
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